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Criteria 
   

Newspapers  Magazines Professional, trade and 
industry or special interests 
periodicals 

Scholarly, academic, peer-
reviewed or refereed journals 

CURRENCY  1. How often is a newspaper 
article published? 

 
2. How much time is there to 

fact check?  
 
3. Is the information current 

and up-to-date? Does it need 
to be? 

1. How often is a magazine 
article published? 

 
2. How much time is there 

to fact check?  
 

3. Is the information 
current and up-to-date? 
Does it need to be? 

1. How often is a trade article 
published? 
 
2. How much time is there to 
fact check?  
 
3. Is the information current 
and up-to-date? Does it need 
to be? 

1. How often is a scholarly 
article published? 
 
2. How much time is there to 
fact check?  
 
3.Is the information current and 
up-to-date? Does it need to be? 

RELEVANCE / 
COVERAGE 

1. Does the newspaper article 
offer in-depth information on 
the topic? 

 
2. How long is the article? 
 
3. Is the title of the article 

specific or not specific 
enough? Are there subtitles 
or headers with more 
information? 

  
4. Who is the audience for this 

article (e.g., general public, 
researchers, students, 
working professionals)? 

 

1. Does the magazine 
article offer in-depth 
information on the 
topic? 

 
2. How long is the article? 

 
3. Is the title of the article 

specific or not specific 
enough? Are there 
subtitles or headers 
with more information? 

 
4. Who is the audience for 

this article (e.g., general 
public, researchers, 
students, working 
professionals)? 

 

1.Does the trade article offer 
in-depth information on the 
topic? 
 
2.How long is the article? 
 
3.Is the title of the article 
specific or not specific enough? 
Are there subtitles or headers 
with more information? 
 
4.Who is the audience for this 
article (e.g., general public, 
researchers, students, working 
professionals)? 
 
 

1.Does the scholarly article offer 
in-depth information on the 
topic? 
 
2.How long is the article? 
 
3.Is the title of the article 
specific or not specific enough? 
Are there subtitles or headers 
with more information? 
 
4.Who is the audience for this 
article (e.g., general public, 
researchers, students, working 
professionals)? 
 

AUTHORITY  1.Is the author an expert in the 
field?  
 
2.Are the author’s credentials 
provided? 
 
3.Who usually writes a 
newspaper article? 

1.Is the author an expert in the 
field?  
 
2.Are the author’s credentials 
provided? 
 
3.Who usually writes a 
magazine article? 

1.Is the author an expert in the 
field?  
 
2.Are the author’s credentials 
provided? 
 
3.Who usually writes a trade 
article? 

1.Is the author an expert in the 
field?  
 
2.Are the author’s credentials 
provided? 
 
3.Who usually writes a scholarly 
article? 
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4.Are the articles peer reviewed? 

 
4.Are the articles peer 
reviewed? 

 
4.Are the articles peer 
reviewed? 

 
4.Are the articles peer 
reviewed? 

ACCURACY  1.Does the article provide 
references/citations to back the 
information?  
 
2.Could you look up where the 
author found the information 
presented? 
 
3.Do you see any indication edits, 
retractions, or revisions have 
been made after it was 
published? 
  

1.Does the article provide 
references/citations to back the 
information?  
 
2.Could you look up where the 
author found the information 
presented? 
 
3.Do you see any indication 
edits, retractions, or revisions 
have been made after it was 
published? 
 

1.Does the article provide 
references/citations to back 
the information? 
 
2.Could you look up where the 
author found the information 
presented? 
 
3.Do you see any indication 
edits, retractions, or revisions 
have been made after it was 
published? 
 

1.Does the article provide 
references/citations to back the 
information? 
 
2.Could you look up where the 
author found the information 
presented? 
 
3.Do you see any indication 
edits, retractions, or revisions 
have been made after it was 
published? 
 

     
PURPOSE / 
OBJECTIVITY 

1.Why was this newspaper article 
written (i.e., to entertain, 
persuade or inform)? 
 
2.Does the author/publisher 
make money off of this 
publication? 
 
 
3.Does the article provide you 
with an abstract defining its 
purpose? 
 
 

1.Why was this magazine article 
written (i.e., to entertain, 
persuade or inform)? 
 
2.Does the author/publisher 
make money off of this 
publication? 
 
 
3.Does the article provide you 
with an abstract defining its 
purpose? 
 
 

1.Why was this trade article 
written (i.e., to entertain, 
persuade or inform)? 
 
2.Does the author/publisher 
make money off of this 
publication? 
 
3.Does the article provide you 
with an abstract defining its 
purpose? 
 
 

1.Why was this scholarly article 
written (i.e., to entertain, 
persuade or inform)? 
 
2.Does the author/publisher 
make money off of this 
publication? 
 
 
3.Does the article provide you 
with an abstract defining its 
purpose? 
 
 

 


